'IRAQ,
arise which will lead to the High Commissioner seeking his
authority to bring to the notice of His Majesty the King of
'Iraq any action on your part which he may regard as
detrimental thereto.
The terms of service upon which you are engaged have
been set forth in a contract which has been given to you by
His Majesty the King of 'Iraq.*
Ratification of the Treaty by the Council of Ministers
By the time of Major Young's departure for England, in
early 1922, the main lines of the Treaty had been settled. The
King and his Prime Minister had been consulted, but the task
had remained throughout in British hands. Not until after the
Council meeting of February igth, 1922, when the Naqlb
announced that neither H.M. King Faisal nor he felt able to
continue the negotiations alone, was the Treaty, which had
already received the approval of the Colonial Office, placed
before the Council of Ministers. During the eight months the
Treaty was before it, the Council suggested numerous amend-
ments, but their main objection was that made by the King
and the Nationalists: the Treaty did not specifically abrogate
the Mandate relationship.
The Naqlb, in particular, agreed with the King that the
interests of 'Iraq and of Great Britain required a treaty but he
joined him in pointing out that the attempt of Great Britain to
pose as an ally to clraq and as the mandatory Power to the
League of Nations was irreconcilable, as well as unacceptable
to the people of 'Iraq. He hesitated to put his name to a treaty
which did not satisfy national ambitions and which would
displease the Muslims of India with whom he was intimately
in touch and whose good opinion he valued greatly.
The evident reluctance of the King and his Ministers to
ratify the Treaty as it stood was not uninfluenced by the increas-
ing intensity of anti-Mandate sentiment, skilfully fostered by the
1 Cited Progress of <Iraq) pp. 389-90.
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